a generation a lot younger than me, and
the interior lighting can be changed
to fit the color of your mood. I did not
know moods had colors, but then, I
grew up with black and white television.
There were also two recalls that both
had to do with brake light switches, and
I am confident that the red brake lights
did not turn pink if you were unsure
about whether or not you really wanted
to stop. Maybe someday we will have
brake mood lighting for the ambiguous.
Don’t forget that the brake light switch
must work to start a car with a “Push to
Start” button. A malfunctioning stop
lamp may cause an inability to deactivate the cruise control by depressing the
brake pedal.
Additionally, a malfunctioning stop
lamp switch may also result in intermittent operation of the brake-transmission
shift interlock feature, preventing the
shifter from being moved out of the
PARK position and, on the Soul, cause
the electronic stability control (ESC)

malfunction light to illuminate. All because of a defective stop light switch.

2015 Soul 2.0
The Soul was redesigned for the 2015
model year. Kia made some changes to
the chassis, interior and handling. The
2.0 engine stayed with port injection
while the smaller, 1.6-liter engine was
changed to direct injection. Some tweaks
were made to improve the thirsty nature
of this car.
The Kia Soul! (the exclamation point
designates that it is a high-end model)
is for those who want all the bells and
whistles. The 164-hp, 2.0-liter, four-cylinder engine has to power a 2,837-pound
box and even though the curb weight
went up while the peak horsepower and
torque went down, the car feels better
due to suspension upgrades. Customers
and technicians both like this car, and
that is rare these days.
I drove over to Wagner Kia, near
Worcester, Mass., and walked in unannounced with my journalist business

card in my hand. I was greeted by a
pleasant woman who paged a salesperson. Shirley Price was not only helpful;
she went out of her way to help me find
a used Soul to look at in a snowy parking
lot. The parts department answered my
questions and then I was off to service.
Much to my surprise, their top tech,
Kevin Shields, was not only well versed
in Kia but worked with me in the late
1980s at Van Batenburg’s Garage Inc. It
is always great to find people you haven’t
seen in decades who are doing well and
who enjoyed their time at my shop. Kevin made this article better and the entire
staff at Wagner Kia deserves a mention.

Soul EV

Rating

Rating

Battery Location
Removal

5

5

Fuel Filter Removal

2

2

DLC Location, OBD-II

5

4

Fuses/Relays

4

4

In California, you can order an
electric Soul. No gas, just a big battery
and a plug. The electric motor drives the
front wheels, is rated at 81 kilowatts (109
horsepower for those of you not metric
bilingual) and produces 210 pound-feet
of torque. A new A/C system also provides heat for the cabin. The Soul EV carries a base price of $34,500, but
you can pay the federal government $7,500 less next year if you
COMMENTS
buy one. Some states offer more
2010 - Right where you want it.
financial incentives. The one I
2015 - Can’t be easier.
drove handled better than the
2010 - In the gas tank.
2015 - In the tank.
gas version, because the weight
of the battery pack was low to
2010 - Uncovered, left of column.
2015 - Under a pop-off cover, left dash facing you.
the ground.
2010 - Under hood and end of dash.
2015 - Under hood and side of dash.

KIa Soul 2.0

2010

2015

PCM Location

4

4

2010 - Near 12-volt battery.
2015 - Near 12-volt battery.

Spark Plugs

5

5

2010 - Coil-on-plug, easy.
2015 - Pop off engine cover, unbolt the coil-on-plug.

Air Filter

4

4

2010 - Two clips and done.
2015 - Two clips. A bit tight.

PCV Valve

5

5

2010 - Screws into valve cover.
2015 - Screws into valve cover.

Oil Filter, Bolt, Refill

4

4

2010 - Spin-on filter, 5/20 oil.
2015 - Spin-on filter. 5/20 oil.

A/T Transmission
service

4

4

2010 - Warm drain and fill. KIA says,
“Do not use a flushing machine.”
2015 - Flush and fill.

4.5

4.5

Overall Accessibility
Under Hood
March/April 2015

2010 - Does not get much easier than this.
2015 - Similar layout to previous model.

Summary

The Kia company has learned
a lot in 20 years, especially the
last five. Its products are popular
and techs don’t complain much.
The driveline of both vehicles
are so similar that the ratings are
almost identical.
Craig Van Batenburg, AAM, is a master hybrid technician. He is owner of the
Automotive Career Development Center
(ACDC), which he founded in 1998.
He develops technical classes for those
who require updating their knowledge in
hybrid and electric cars. You can reach
him at craig@auto-careers.org.
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