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(continued from page 11)

knew were Hondas. Why work on
machines that make an oily mess,
with new parts that don’t fit well.
Smart designs are enjoyed by the
most knowledgeable technicians.
2009 summary
Honda has made great cars
since the 1980s but lost some of
the technical advantage in the last
decade as other OEMs caught up
to them.
The Fit was so good it took
sales away from the Civic in Japan
and made fans everywhere.
Technicians I spoke to love the old
and new Fit. Simple and easy to
repair. The only real complaint I
have is the valve clearance adjustment has been pushed to the
back burner.
Honda has a great engine and
is one of the few companies that
still design valve-trains that are
unique and well conceived, but
when the marketing team gets
ahold of the preventive maintenance recommendations, the science of metallurgy is denied. The
only time a Honda service department will recommend that a feeler blade be inserted between the
follower and the camshaft lobe is
when the valves are noisy. What
does a tight valve sound like?
2015 summary
The new Fit has been
redesigned to keep up with the
rest of the pack but did not move
ahead in any big way. Now that
higher CAFE standards are here in
America and CO2 regulations are
in place elsewhere, the car
designers have the incentives to
think creatively to meet these
goals. The new Fit is not a problem for technicians, but could
things get better? The answer is
always “yes.” There was a time
when Honda was “King” in serviceability. Those days seem to be
over. ai
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Honda

2009

2015

Notes

Battery Location, Removal

5

5

2009 - In the open under the hood.
2015 - In the open under the hood.

Fuel Filter Removal

2

2

2009 - In the tank. Lifetime.
2015 - In the tank. Lifetime.

DLC Location, OBD-II

5

5

2009 - Right of the steering column. Uncovered.
2015 - Right of the steering column. Uncovered.

Fuses/Relays

3

3

2009 - Under dash and hood. Many locations.
2015 - Under dash and hood. Many locations.

PCM Location

5

5

2009 - Left under hood near 12-volt battery.
2015 - In the open near the 12-volt battery.

Ignition System

3

3

2009 - Under hood near brake master
cylinder. Hard to access.
2015 - Coil-on-Plug. Iridium spark plugs.

Air Filter

4

4

PCV Valve

3

3

2009 - Follow vacuum line on the valve cover
center to front of engine block.
2015 - Hard to access (by law). Follow the vacuum line from the valve cover as it leads to the
PCV valve.

Oil Filter, Bolt, Refill

5

4

2009 - Easy to service. Oil is 0/20. Spin-on filter.
2015 - Use 0/20. Spin-on oil filter is the same
P/N as the 2009.

A/T Transmission Service

4

4

2009 - Typical Honda. No metal screen or pan to
clean so Honda recommmends a hot drain and
fill using their ATF fluid.
2015 - This Honda as a CVT. No metal screen or
pan to clean so Honda recommends a hot drain
and fill with their CVT Fluid, P/N 08200-9006.

Overall Accessibility
Under Hood

4

4

2009 - This car would get a 4-1/2 star rating
except for the valve adjustment procedure and
the valve cover being trapped by the intake.
2015 - The new 1.5 makes it harder to service
than the 2009 in the area of valve adjustments
but makes up for it with more room under the
hood.

Editor’s note: Ratings are from 1 to 5, with 5 = Best and 1 = Worst.
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