
 37November/December 2017

In accordance with the bylaws of the Automotive Service Association (ASA), 
this announcement shall serve as offi cial notice of the slate of candidates for 

one position of general director and one position of Mechanical Division director. 
This announcement is not a ballot, but a notice of candidates only. 

If you are a regular member of the association and would like to have your 
name placed on the offi cial voting ballot, or if you would like to nominate another 
member, you may do so by following these steps:

Prepare a petition for candidacy. A petition includes the candidate’s name, 
shop name, address, telephone number and ASA member number.

Petitions must be completed as follows:
■ A minimum of 250 signatures of ASA regular members in good standing are 

required per eligible candidate. Note: Only mechanical members may vote for the 
Mechanical Division director. Any member may vote for general director.

■ Only one candidate can be designated per petition sheet.
■ A petition sheet must include only one signature and the printed name of the 

member shop representative, as well as the member number, shop name, shop 
address and telephone number.

■ Provided information must be as listed in the ASA database.
Return petitions with a letter stating how many signatures and petition sheets 

are enclosed. Petitions must be sent to the Automotive Service Association, 8209 
Mid Cities Blvd., North Richland Hills, Texas 76182-4712, Attn: Elections. Petitions 
must be received no later than the close of business Dec. 31, 2017. The names of 
all candidates (who have 250 verifi able member names and information) will be 
placed on the voting ballot. 

– Darrell Amberson, AMAM, Nominating Committee chairman and 
immediate past chairman of ASA

ASA CANDIDATE SLATE
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for AskPatty.com since 2008 and Rachet+Wrench magazine for 
two terms.

Her professional honors include: Top Female Shop Owner by the 
Car Care Council’s Women’s Board (2012); Professional Woman 
of the Year by the National Association of Professional Women 

(2014); AAA Approved Auto Repair Vermont Facility of the Year (2015); and 
Vermont Women-Owned Business of the Year by the U.S. Small Business 
Administration (2015).

In her own words:
“I feel that being a female with hands-on experience owning and man-

aging an award-winning auto repair shop, and being president of Women 
in Auto Care for the past three years, I will bring a fresh voice to the table. 
I believe in our industry and am dedicated and committed to improving 
relationships with the motoring public, as well as helping to improve the 
education of ASA members to be successful shop owners and help gener-
ate interest in the next generation of technicians and shop owners.”

General Director
Candidate Spotlight: Amy Mattinat
Business Name: Auto Craftsmen Ltd.
Location: Montpelier, Vt. 
Years in Business: 21+
ASA Member Since: 2013
Contact Info: amy@autocraftsmen.com 

FYI…
Amy Mattinat is a candidate for General Director of the board 

of directors of the Automotive Service Association. She is the owner of 
Autocraftsmen Ltd. In Montpelier, Vt.

Mattinat is actively involved in the automotive industry, serving as 
president of WiAC: Women in Auto Care (formerly known as The Car Care 
Council Women’s Board) from 2014-2016. In addition to being a member 
of ASA since 2013, she also has been a member of the SEMA Business 
Women’s Network since 2006 and Women’s Automotive Speakers Bureau 
since 2012. Mattinat has served as a member of the advisory panels 
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and have developed a passion for every aspect of it, from my em-
ployees to my customers and my colleagues, to the changing tech-
nology. I would like to see the industry thrive in a rapidly changing 
marketplace. Independent operators face tremendous pressure to 
keep up with changing technology while facing the added pressure 

of a nationwide tech shortage. I understand these challenges facing 
the industry as a whole, as well as the added diffi culty of the changing 
market dynamics for smaller operators. Just in the brief time I have been 
involved, technology has evolved overnight with increasingly complex 
telematics and repair procedures. This evolution comes from vehicle 
manufacturers in a race to meet CAFÉ standards and build vehicles that 
protect passengers from serious injury and death. Independent repairers 
struggle to remain profi table while keeping up with education, equipment 
upgrades and increased costs to repair complex vehicles. Continual, 
relevant education should be the priority of everyone involved in the repair 
process. I would like to play a part in guiding and shaping the industry 
for all repairers. My experience as a prosecutor and brief-writing attorney 
gives me the knowledge and training to work with others addressing the 
legislative issues affecting the industry. This is a great industry with 
many wonderful people who have helped guide me and push me to keep 
doing better. I want to give back to the people in an industry that has 
given my family and me so much.”

General Director
Candidate Spotlight: Elissa Larremore
Business Name: CBS 1 Collision
Location: Shreveport, La. 
Years in Business: 14
ASA Member Since: 2014
Contact Info: elissa@cbscollision.com 

FYI…
Elissa Larremore is a candidate for the General Director on 

the board of directors of the Automotive Service Association (ASA). She is 
the owner of CBS 1 Collision in Shreveport, La.

Larremore has been a member of ASA’s Collision Division Operations 
Committee since 2016. In addition to membership in ASA, she also is a 
member of I-CAR, WIN, CIC, ASE and the Northwest Louisiana Collision 
Repair Association.

Her educational achievements include a Bachelor of Arts degree from 
Louisiana State University and Juris Doctor degree from Baylor Law School 
at Baylor University.

In her own words:
“If selected, I would serve as a voice for independent repair shops. I 

feel that I bring a unique perspective to the board as a trained attorney 
and a relative newcomer to the industry. I love the collision repair industry 
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the Bellingham Technical College’s Auto-
motive Advisory Board, and his nonindustry 
affi liations include 4H, FFA and the Boys & 
Girls Clubs of America.

In his own words:
“I have served on the ASA Northwest board for the past 12 years and 

am completing my term as past chairman. I have served on the Mechani-
cal Division Operations Committee for two years. I have worked with some 
great past leaders, who have been mentors to me, and I will continue 
this practice. I will take what I have learned as an active member in 
ASA over the past 20 years and continue to represent our membership. 
Maybe more than most, I understand the value of ASA membership and 
hope to grow our membership through the value of training, education 
and mentorship.”

Mechanical Division Director
Candidate Spotlight: Todd Black
Business Name: Unlimited Automotive Service Inc.
Location: Bellingham, Wash. 
Years in Business: 23
ASA Member Since: 1995
Contact Info: tblack4038@aol.com 

FYI…
Todd Black is a candidate for Mechanical Division director on 

the board of directors of the Automotive Service Association (ASA). He is 
the owner of Unlimited Automotive Service Inc. in Bellingham, Wash.

Black has been a member of the Mechanical Division Operations 
Committee since 2016. He has served ASA Northwest in various positions 
for 12 years, as secretary, treasurer and president, and in 2007 he was 
selected as the ASA Northwest Member of the Year. He also has served on 

common goals. I quickly realized that inde-
pendent businesses are truly independent 
and are naturally resistant to sharing 
information. I received a random copy of 

ASA-Michigan’s magazine, The Garage Key, and realized that this was 
the vehicle I was looking for. I quickly fi lled out the enrollment card and 
sent in my check and was soon a member of ASA. I soon became active on 
the state level trying to get other garage owners to ‘get it,’ to realize that 
together we can do amazing things instead of complaining about state 
laws, Department of Environmental Quality inspections and unlicensed 
repair shops. I sat in on the annual strategic planning meetings, became 
a regional director and helped plan other activities on the state level. 

“I was invited and accepted to sit on the Mechanical Operations Com-
mittee in 2009. I have found it extremely rewarding to help ‘steer the ship’ 
and offer the insight of a small mechanical shop owner when necessary. 
We have worked on many projects, including the ongoing Parts Quality 
project, which is now in a leadership position in the parts industry. This 
is a big, positive step started by a small group. I have helped plan and 
market many of ASA’s CARS shows and have attended most shows in the 
past decade.”

Mechanical Division Director
Candidate Spotlight: Thomas Piippo, AMAM
Business Name: Tri-County Motors
Location: Rudyard, Mich. 
Years in Business: 39
ASA Member Since: 2002
Contact Info: tricounty@lighthouse.net 

FYI…
Thomas Piippo is a candidate for Mechanical Division 

director of the board of directors of the Automotive Service Association. 
He is the owner of Tri-County Motors in Rudyard, Mich. 

Piippo is an adviser to the Mechanical Division Operations Committee. 
He also is a member of organizations such as Automotive Service Excel-
lence (ASE), Mobile Air Conditioning Society (MACS) and the Lion’s Club, 
as well as having served 30 years as a Scout leader with the Boy Scouts 
of America.

In his own words:
“I have always believed that, together, we can do great things. Before 

I became an ASA member, or even knew that this organization existed, 
I was looking for ways to get local shops together to work toward some 
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