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50 mpg, city and highway, 
which is just what the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) said it would. Designers 
replaced the single belt driving 
the water pump with a 12-volt 
brushless motor that does the 
job. With a chain driving the 
twin cams, this is truly a non-
rubber-band system. 

In almost every way, the 
Gen III Prius is a better car, 
but did Toyota make it easier 
to service than the Gen II? I 
would have to say yes – and 
no. The oil filter is a cartridge, 
so no problem there. The 
2001-2009 Prii have a rubber 
bladder in the gas tank and a 
sub-tank in the steel tank as 
well. If something goes wrong, 
you have to put in a new tank 
assembly. However, the Gen III 
has a replaceable pump and  
no bladder. 

Toyota has moved in the 
right direction, using iridium 
spark plugs that retail for under 15 bucks 
each. And the positive crankcase ventila-
tion (PCV) is located, by design, behind 
a panel under the intake manifold. The 
EPA does not require a monitor, if the 
PCV is hard to get to, and Toyota did a 
great job of hiding it. 

The brake-by-wire system has fewer 
parts that look easier to access and disc 
brakes on the rear instead of drums. 
I spoke with Prius experts Jamie and 
Roberta Wooldridge, owners of Hill-
town Hybrids in Plainville, Mass. Jamie 
says that the Prii are “great cars, and my 
customers love them.” But Roberta notes, 
“The newer Prius will need more brake 
work than the older one. In some ways, 
the Gen II Prius was cheaper to own.” 
(Full disclosure: Jamie helped conduct 
classes for ACDC at “Up Your Voltage,” 
ACDC’s six-day hybrid class.)

Indeed, some parts cost more in the 
Gen III when compared with the Gen II, 
though some cost less. The hybrid sys-
tem is very good and has few problems. 
Access is OK, but other cars rate better. 
Most techs I spoke with, if they’ve had  
a steady diet of Prii (all years), have a few, 
small complaints but none that make 
Toyota’s changes seem dumb.

Summary 
Are hybrids more difficult to service 

than conventional cars? Most certainly 
“yes,” especially if you’re new to them. 
But the cars’ high-voltage parts can 
ruin your day if you don’t follow safety 
procedures. Has anyone stateside been 
electrocuted working on a hybrid? No, 
because these cars are safe in the hands 
of well-trained hybrid techs. The Na-
tional Institute for Automotive Service 

Excellence (ASE) offers a test, called the 
Light Duty Hybrid/Electric Vehicle Test 
(L3), for those who are ready to prove 
they’re trained on hybrid systems. And 
safety is part of ASE’s L3 testing.

For the most part, the new Prius 
equals the earlier models. ACDC owns 
all three generations of Prii: I, II and III, 
so we know the cars have improved in 
serviceability. But technicians still need 
to get more input into their designs to 
make them even better. Remember:  
It’s harder to fix them than it is to  

design them.   

Craig Van Batenburg, AAM, is a master hybrid 
technician. He is owner of the Automotive Career 
Development Center (ACDC), which he founded 
in 1998. He develops technical classes for those 
who require updating their knowledge in hybrid 
and electric cars. You can reach him at craig@
auto-careers.org.
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Battery Location - 
Removal  3 3 2009 - Right corner of trunk. 

2015 - Can’t be easier.

Fuel Filter Removal 1 3 2009 - Gas tank assembly required.
2015 - Remove back seat and remove pump.

DLC Location, OBD-II 5 5 2009 - Left below steering wheel.

Fuses/Relays 5 5 2009 - Easy to access.
2015 - Many places. 

PCM Location 4 4 2009 - Under dash.
2015 - Under hood. 

Spark Plugs 4 4 2015 - Iridium type. 

Air Filter 3 4 2009 - Be careful.  

PCV Valve 2 3 2009 - EPA requires; hard to access.
2015 - Under a plate under the intake manifold.

Oil Filter, Bolt, Refill 4 3
2009 - Spin-on filter.
2015 - Uses a paper cartridge and O Ring, 
           Use 0/20 oil only.

High Voltage Service 
Plug 4 5 2009 - Left corner of battery pack.

2015 - Near spare tire looking at you.

A/T Transmission 
Service 4 4 2015 - Drain and fill only.

Overall Accessibility 
Under Hood 4 4 

2009 - Removing the hood, cowl and wipers
           helps a lot.
2015 - Preventive maintenance is easy, but 
           other jobs can be difficult.
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