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(continued from page 11)

used three additional 12-volt
regulated lead acid (VRLA) batteries, in series, mounted under the
rear seat to store and provide
power. The truck used a 5.3L
Vortec 5300 V8 for primary
propulsion power. The PHT features four 120-volt 20 amp AC outlets, two in the bed and two inside
the cab. The PHT was discontinued after a few years.
Starting in 2009, General Motors
offered a second generation
Chevrolet Silverado and GMC
Sierra equipped with a two-mode
hybrid powertrain and 4-speed
CVT. This had a full hybrid system
with up to 300 volts. The transmission was a great design and this
truck was very advanced, but there
were not enough buyers as it was
pricey. The hybrid version was discontinued with the latest redesign.
There is a rumor that GM is working on a four-mode hybrid, but
nothing official.

2007 Silverado 5.3 V8
2014 Silverado 5.3 V8 Direct Inj

2007

2014

Notes

Battery Location, Removal

4

4

2007 - Under hood. Top posts.
2014 - Under hood with some components
on top.

Fuel Filter Removal

2

2

2007 - In the fuel tank.
2014 - In the fuel tank.

DLC Location, OBD-II

5

5

2007 - Under dash, left side uncovered.
2014 - Same as 2007.

Fuses/Relays

4

4

2007 - Left side of dash and under hood.
2014 - Under hood and dash.

PCM Location

4

4

2007 - Left side under hood near radiator
support. Well protected.
2014 - Under hood, left side in plain view.

Spark Plugs

3.5

3.5

2007 - Iridium Tipped. V8 engines are
always more difficult to remove spark plugs.
2014 - Same type as 2007.

Air Filter

4

4

2007 - Easy to change.
2014 - Easy to change.

PCV Valve

3

3

2007 - Left valve cover, remove and clean.
2014 - Located inside a tube on top of valve
cover, P/N 51163.

Oil Filter, Bolt, Refill

4

4

2007 - Spin on. Easy to do.
2014 - Use 0/20 oil. Spin on filter.

Third-generation Silverado
In M/Y 2014, Chevrolet made
some big changes. This was a
complete makeover so I visited
Diamond Chevrolet, in Auburn,
Mass., and spoke to Davern
Zbierajewski to help understand
this new pickup. It is quieter with
a more comfortable interior,
improved power and fuel economy
and a number of new technology
advancements.
Davern brought me into the
service bays where I had a chance
to talk to the techs. They unanimously agreed that GM is getting
better and had nothing but good
things to say and this was after
Davern left. The Silverado is
beloved by many.
A stronger, stiffened frame with
a retuned suspension and new
electric power steering tells of new
CAFE standards. The new Silverado
is a more controlled and comfortable ride with more predictable
handling than before.

Coils/Ignition Wires

4

4

2007 - Coil near plug with a short cable.
2014 - Same as 2007.

A/T Transmission Service

4

4

2007 - Reliable four-speed A/T. Has a filter
inside the pan.
2014- New six-speed A/T still uses a pan
with replaceable filter.

Overall Accessibility
Under Hood

3.5

4

2007 - This is great design for a V8.
2014 - Getting better to service.
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Editor’s note: Ratings are from 1 to 5, with 5 = Best and 1 = Worst.

New engines
The Silverado is offered with a
choice of three new engines, all of
which are still pushrod designs
with modern technologies like
direct injection, variable valve timing and a cylinder deactivation
system.
The base powerplant is a 4.3liter V6 that produces 285 hp and
305 lb.-ft. of torque. That torque
figure is tops among naturally
aspirated pickup six-cylinders,
making the 4.3-liter a good fit for
getting better miles per gallon.
A 5.3-liter V8 with 355 horse-

power and 383 lb.-ft. of torque is
optional for those who need more
motor to get the job done or a
Corvette-derived 6.2-liter V8 that
churns out 420 horsepower and
450 lb-ft. of torque. This can pass
anything except a gas station.
A six-speed automatic transmission is standard on all Silverado
models. Both rear-wheel-drive and
four-wheel-drive configurations
are available.
Miles per gallon
Fuel economy for the 4.3-liter
Silverado checks in at 18/24 city/

